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IL Part of a Letter from Mr. Bdwvs-d Floyd |
Cim. Athm. Oxon. To Dr. M. Lifter, gi-

wing an Acconnt of Locufts lately ob/erfz/ea' in
Wales.

S IR,

7 O U have probably been already informed from

. fome other Parts of the Kingdom, of {warms
of Locafts that have latcly appeared on our Britifh
Coalfts. However becaufe I am not certain that they
have been obferved ellewhere, I fhall take this Occafion
of giving you what Account I can at prefent, of {ome
that have been feen in Wales.  As far as I have been
yet informed, tlicy were firft {een on the 20th. of 0Ho-
ber, {cattered about the Ficids in Marthery Parith, Pem-
brokefbire, where they were gencrally taken notice of,
at firit, becaufe of the unfeafonablenefs of the tims for
Grafhoppers; but afterwards, for that upon furihier Ev-
amination, they found them diftin& from our Englifh
Grathoppers, in bignefs, colour, &c. I cou'd not learn
that any of them have becn feen flying in that Country ;
but from North Wakes 1 am informed that two vaft
{warms of them had been feen in the Air not far from
Dil-gelbeu, a Market-Town of Merionydh fhire. 1 can-
not atlure you of the time when thele flying Locufts
were obferved, but by the date of my Friend’s Leueer, &,
I gue(s thne ic was near the fame time that thofe others
of Pembroke-fkire had been taken notice of in the Fields.
What part oi th: World thefe Creatures firculd come
from, I mut leave to your Coijectaure; in .h~ mean
time [ can affuze you that tiey are of the very {ime
Species with tome African Lscafts in my Cuafiody 1n the
Mufeum 5 for which (20d many cther valuable Curio-
H ficics )
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fities) vee are obliged to that very Inquifiive and In-
acaious Gentleman, Mr. 7. Aubrey, S. R.S. who rectived
them fome Years fince from Zangzer. As yet 1 have but
one fent me out of Wales, which you may Command if

ou pleafe, for 1 expedt fhortly more of them.

This Pilgrim-Locuft I call, Locufta erratica, alis ick-
thyecolle adinflar pellucidis, reticulatis macubis confperfis.
It is in length (from the Head to the tips of the Wings)
three Inclics and 5, of a reddith colour all over, except
the Wings. As to the Head and Caputium, it refembles
the Fourih Figure of Moaferus. The Eyes are promi-
nent and very large, fomewhat of the form and bignefs
of Gromwel-feeds, of a reddith colour,elegantly ftrcaked.
The Antenne are broken fo that I can fay nothing of
the length of them: They are about the bignefs of a
Hog’s briftle, and curioufly gemicalated. As to the
Legs, the firft pair are not quite an Inch long; the fe-
cond, fomewhat above that length; but the third two
Inches and :. Thele hind-legs are very beautiful; for
the Thighs arc hexangular, and elegantly fcaled on the
outfide, witha black Lift extended lengthiways through
the midft of them. The fhanks are of a lively red co-
Your, adorned on the hind-part with two orders of fmall
fharp prickles, placed not oppofite to each others, but
alternately.  The Wiogs are about three Inches long,
refembling very much thofe of the larger Libede, or
Dragon-flics, but all over garnithed (the outer Wings
at lealt ) with reticulated Liack {pots.

I fec not much reafon to deubt but that thefe are the
very fame Species of L: cufls, {6 Famous in Hiftory for
their wandring over, and depopulating whole Regions.

In Pliny, Lib. xi. ¢. xxix. we find the words, -»-So-
lémque obumbrant folicité [pelaniibus populis ne juas ope-
riant terras.  Sufficiunt_quippe vires ; {5 tanguam parum
fit maria tranfiffz, immenfos.traltus permeant, diraque mef-
fibus contegunt mube , muita comtailu adurentes : Omnia
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wero morfu erodentes, & fores quogne tellorun.  Ftaltans

ex Africa maximé coorte, infeltust, [xpe popalo ad Si-
Eyllina coacto remedia confugere, ircpiae mets. Now whe-

ther thius multa contactu adurentes makes any thing for

the firing or the Hay-ricks [ queftion. ForI {1 uld begee e
apt to.undcrltand thofe words, as if they meant onjy £/+ieg
Exarcfactson, and purhaps Poyfoning, not down rigit jmy
Firing or Combuftion.

Fulius Obfequens in libro prodigioram, p. G9. Edir. Baf.
1599. Locuffarum ingentia agmina in Africa, que i vente
in mari dejecte, fluitibufque ejecte, odore intolerabili Cy- «
rens_mortifero vapore gravem peftilentiam fecerunt pecori,
bominwmque DCCC millia confumpta tabe, proditum ef?.

I was fufpicious of this at the very firlt reading of
Mr. Jones his Letter, and thercfore writ to him the very
fame day I writ to you and Mr. Ray, to examine the
Sca Algee and Fuci ftor dead Locuffs.

The like Account alfo Mouf. cites cut of Otho Frifin-
genfis. — Tandem wvero in Mare Britannicim [ublate
ventorum vi, fuctibus obrucbaxiur.  Sed wmftu Occani i
litus rejectee aérem infecerunt, peflémgue antealld fome
uon minns [evam intulerunt. And which comes nearey
to our purpofe, in Mouf. p. 123. Poftea per Germanian
errantes ad Mediolanenfem ufque agram iter ceperunt.eoque
depafto in Poloniam & Silefam rovertel wtur. 7anders
Menfe Novemori (tam dm enim vixerant, wt frigoris vi
tabefulle maximum fatorem excitarunt, & wnifi fuibus
aprifque Sylveftribus pabulo fuiffent, non minus pefte gra-
viffimé quiam fame tam Germanos quam Itates affeciffer.
But 10 Wales there are no Crearures to devour them,
unlefs the Badgers and Crows may take off {ome.
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